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Support MCH Access 

Work 

by giving the gift of 
health care, food 
support and policy 
work that makes 
lasting changes! 

  

 

In this monthly mailing:  

MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED 

AT JUNE 19 MEETING  

SUMMARY OF JUNE 19 
MEETING: GUEST SPEAKER: 

JIM PREIS, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR - CHANGES IN 

MENTAL HEALTH BENEFITS 
FOR MEDI-CAL 

BENEFICIARIES  

ORAL HEALTH UPDATE  

BUDGET TRAILER BILLS  

ARE WOMEN IN 

CALIFORNIA SUBJECT TO 
THE HOBBY LOBBY 

SUPREME COURT 
DECISION?  

ARE YOUR PREGNANT 

CLIENTS WAITING TOO 

LONG FOR THEIR MEDI-
CAL?  

MCHA HELPS CREATE 
FREQUENTLY ASKED 

QUESTIONS ON 
PREGNANCY FOR COVERED 

CA  

Next MCH Access Monthly Meeting: 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 

10am - 12pm 

  

LOCATION: 

MCH Access 

Patricia Phillips Community Room 

1111 W. 6th St., 3rd Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90017 

(6th St., and Bixel St.) 

  

TOPIC: 
Data and findings from the 2013 Health Indicators for 

Women in Los Angeles County Report - Health of 

Latinas in L.A.  

  
GUEST SPEAKER: 

Angie Denisse Otiniano Verissimo, Data Dissemination 

Project with the Los Angeles County Office of 

Women's Health. 
  

PARKING: 
Free at MCH Access; enter on 5th St. to 2-story 

parking (between Lucas and Bixel) and walk across 

the alley to our building 

  

 
Please contact our office with any questions 

regarding this email or visit our website for further 

information about our organization. 

Summary of June 19 meeting 

  

Materials Distributed May 15 meeting may be found HERE 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxdUYFHUHVjDPVnXk8cpQw2c_aCldc-pPFOGflErhMYjNQaQG0twVBAo76hFlvLO-rzlIazroIRBmc9tNTwUuvXs_-VzT39k_i_hG1Vf83Y9iDoJHo71SI31VnTIaWDS9J0e6nKAKUslW&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxbHJS4hK-1aYl_iJulERr8lKcs3A5mr0GuskLwttqN3k8XzkS4qhyICZrAG9a6suf8CkbnjkyuKl5ZAxGXkoB1M74xgv0v3wWdRGnHJ4ZyUwjbwla5I6BKtd4gDUQbd27Jr48_pCjLnv&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxUgwIFgllVpet2TTtEy8S3JIrqHupjRU6-RGJDCGIuQ72wi0HOeqle3qFR43OOQhrCjDGqOd6rIvo27cu6-BRQ68NtEJLtXugeZZj0Sx_o4Fmm2qhth6lRBpgeuCTacvkEe1_N7Gkn-qDlBF099gDI5TKpo3u5dg0zYqrYghmhOM&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2Oxam2vw2vEMguORZ8PniTGaXK89OablQKu-ruUYg2TM2oe2Ks53yJaWko1LaNvSjdYWRloEHThMSuxrKyEI1M6iJgOrjDlrNr8W7zDnJB0uMejzr7Ly_brcIaI2jc1AnH272jBw5iYm9IeyGDevJiwwVIqQGXwqxWtq3dK6JDBg5f5Mtpm_JpzHi33FMk4VSsKkF6Cg1Ca_l3t2qyWM5oT2oWujCPp9KU2SYnZe_evNIa&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==


CERTAIN BIRTH DEFECTS 
MORE COMMON AMONG 

HISPANIC WOMEN  

SACRAMENTO AIRPORT 
BANS HEALTH4ALL 

BILLBOARD ABOUT 

UNDOCUMENTED  

DOES YOUR CHILD PLAY 
SPORTS?  

CONTACT US  

SAVE THE DATE   

  

Monday, July 21, 10:30 

AM:  Managed Health 
Care in California: What 

people with disabilities can 

do if they cannot get the 
services they 

need.  Organized by the 

Department of Managed 
Health Care, Disability 

Rights Education and 

Defense Fund (DREDF), a 

great organization and 
Harris Family Center for 

Disability and Health Policy 

at Western University of 
Health Sciences.  Click 

HERE to register.  This free 

90 minute webinar is for you 
if you: Work with people 

with disabilities including 

people who have hearing, 

seeing, reading, learning, 
understanding, and speaking 

difficulties, who: 

Have concerns and 
questions regarding their 

health insurance choices, 

options and rights protected 

by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. For 

example where to go for 

help with problems when 
encountering access to care 

barriers such as: 

* Finding physically 
accessible provider 

* Getting from public 

transportation or parking to 

and into the office 
* Getting weighed 

* Getting on and of exam 

tables and other medical 

Summary of June 19 meeting 

Guest Speaker: Jim Preis, Executive Director, Mental Health 

Advocacy Services - "Changes in Mental Health Benefits for 

Medi-Cal Beneficiaries" 

(My apologies for sketchy notes - I was not there personally - Lynn) 

  
Jim Preis explained the work of Mental Health Advocacy Services www.mhas-

la.org  - a nonprofit organization protecting and advancing the legal rights of 

people with mental disabilities.  For help with specific client needs call them at 
(213) 389-2077.  MHAS assists approximately 3,000 children and adults annually, 

with an emphasis on obtaining government benefits and services, protecting rights 

and fighting discrimination. MHAS also serves as a resource to the community by 

providing training and technical assistance to attorneys, mental health 
professionals, consumer and family member groups, and other advocates. In 

addition, MHAS participates in impact litigation in an effort to improve the lives of 

people with mental disabilities.  
  

Prior to this year, a federal waiver allowed for special mental health services in a 

managed behavioral heath system - thus for those clients in Medi-Cal managed 
care, mental health was "carved out" of the physical health system.  Under the 

Affordable Care Act, essential benefits must include mental health and substance 

abuse.  The federal law on mental health parity also affects the provision of mental 

health services; parity addresses financial requirements, such as co-pays, and 
treatment limitations, ie. numbers of visits, must be no more restrictive than for 

medical visits. More details HERE. 

  
Substance use treatment expansion is also covered under Medi-Cal Fee for Service 

and Medi-Cal Managed Care but implementation is still to be rolled 

out.     "Relationship issues" are not covered.  The managed care plan and mental 

health negotiations planning is county-by-county.  Full-serivce partnership 
programs for those with a specialty mental health diagnosis provide medical and 

non-medical support services such as housing. 

  
According to the state's webinar on implementation efforts, since the US 

Preventive Services Task Force recommended that clinicians screen adults 18 or 

older for alcohol misuse and provide persons engaged in risky or hazardous 
drinking with brief behavioral counseling interventions, Medi-Cal will cover these 

screenings in primary care settings. Those that screen positive for "risky" behavior 

are supposed to get a full screen and one to three brief intervention services.  For 

hazardous/harmful use, referral to mental health and/or the County Alcohol and 
Drug Program.  See slide 11 on the state's presentation HERE:   

  

Mr. Preis answered a number of questions about specific benefits issues for mental 
health in Medi-Cal. 

Oral Health Update 

Monica Ochoa - Oral Health Advocacy 

MMonica reiterated that pregnant women in any aid code are entitled to the 
"partial restoration" dental benefits that took place May 1.  MCHA has asked the 

state to clarify their dental bulletin on this issue as  (Denti-Cal Bulletin) as a 

qualifying sentence about "provided medical necessity is documented..." was 

misplaced/connected to a sentence JUST about pregnant women when it was 
meant for ALL adults, when medical necessity is required.  The clarification is 

http://www.adaconferences.org/ManagedCare/
http://www.mhas-la.org/
http://www.mhas-la.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxXtzs1v51PBaDzHootBeZFBKwL7U1-6_hdQgBJSu4r9heurpwPD_U9nKS1YgKnNXxdwaKHGWKvYdPp4HYfj8IMKCHYKjBPuIoKLxHLPdD4uMy7_6niQbq-q0zVMUfePxaJ-ZY8G-FQN37O54avxTSfk=&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxXtzs1v51PBaIxpOKowvnhOwtVtFc_Epw-ccYkAqBvN__kR9XpknvYXgUmyDaFEc-QAy3cxjkEY-qokX7nzk8wBN3m331slrhvPoxucmkA7MBWWQaIf33Nc63_bdRYhAlX0JyAqOUwVT5W1kop6tpbkhaq7F1_mj2Vm7dZZ8KOCDtx1DWhpCuB_GDDQwhlWjOX5AYLKdodD_vrm1fquhfbe-D-JN4tJS1Mok__b0Hpi5b6-67S6QbgX8E8za-irlnVCENlWwbBJmVAg4tq79De7mGB-TojeUajy9PQ-pRKYh147QGLDzea8W8wGdZSUsV8JNkaWKRIDlD2mnyNOVqHlLJ-Q0MmVI4g==&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2Oxes5TNoi1mKejpP2OhYjZVgUCeQ86WXeU4u4wkJCzIMxmivJ4gDemff7aBxqEQIlMDei_X_PNydokmNQHpwafabgZZUH8gJjAyIpMFPT4fxVpH2WouYaZWJ4q8LiITdoyfJFuyZx2daGfnUukcmS3S4JtLMqvA9lT8n0WroJd9YB-y9-HsEwcUhQBJ4QL7iv2w==&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==


equipment independently, or 
with assistance 

* Getting a sign language 

interpreter to communicate 
with a health care provider 

* Getting CART (computer 

assisted real time 
transcription services) 

* Getting help 

understanding health plan 

information, forms, 
medication instructions, 

preparing for tests, surgeries 

* Getting a longer 
appointment, when more 

time is needed, to 

communicate because of a 
speech disability or 

understanding limitations 

* Getting information when 

needed in large print, 
electronic or audio file or 

Braille. 

  

Tuesday, July 22 through 

Sept. 2nd, 

weekly:  Perinatal Support 

Specialist Training hosted 
by the Association for 

Wholistic Maternal and 

Newborn Health to develop 
Perinatal Health 

Promoters/Mother-Mentors 

to work in agencies or as 
birth& postpartum assistants 

and breastfeeding peer 

counselor serving 

disadvantaged perinatal 
populations.  The deadline 

for registration is July 15. It 

will be held at California 
Endowment Center over 5 

weeks, from July 22 through 

Sept. 2nd, once per week. 
Faculty includes Cordelia 

Hanna-Cheruiyot, MPH, 

CHES, ICCE, CLE, Melissa 

O'Keefe, CLE, CPSS, Tai 
Carson, AA, Midwife, and 

Dr. Sayida Peprah, Psy.D., 

CD. Group discounts 
available for 4 or more 

people registering together, 

and agencies can be 

invoiced. For more 

supposed to take place in the August bulletin.  Monica also distributed 

MCHA's Oral Health During Pregnancy brief and pointed out the key themes 

important to this issue:  1) Not everyone is aware that Medi-Cal includes dental 
benefits, thus MCHA and our colleagues are seeking an "dental identifier" on the 

Medi-Cal card as many states have, and 2) Pregnant women can safely access oral 

health services during any trimester of pregnancy.  

  
MCHA is posting to our website our Oral Health conference that took place Feb. 

24, 2014.  Then you'll be able to see the panels and sessions for yourselves!  Watch 

for the notice! 

Budget Trailer Bills - Health Care 

Donald Nollar, Health Programs & Benefits Trainer 

Donald reported on the two budget trailer bills on health - SB 870 and SB 

857.  They passed; the following are highlights:   

 Restoration of the $3.9 million Black Infant Health Program - 

congratulations to the March of Dimes, California Black Infant Health 
Program, and others who worked so hard to restore these funds! 

 Retention of overtime pay for home health care workers; 

 Rejection of proposal to restore 7% cut in In-Home Supportive Services 
hours; 

 Rejection of proposal to restore 10% reduction in Medi-Cal 

reimbursements made in 2011; 

 Rejection of proposal to reinstate Early Mental Health Initiative; 

 Rejection of proposal to reinstate Children's Dental Disease Prevention 

Program; 

 Rejection of proposal to include autism therapy as a Medi-Cal benefit: and 

 Rejection of a plan to get matching federal funds from a California 

Endowment grant to help enroll and renew Medi-Cal beneficiaries.  

 In addition, according to the California Partnership:  

 In-Home Support Workers will get Overtime Pay but 7% cut to hours 
will remain. 

 Lifetime ban repealed! Allowing people who are returning to our 

communities with certain felonies to receive aid - basic food and income 

support! 
 Medi-Cal expansion will provide access to health care for millions of 

Californians but 10% cut to provider rates will remain. 

 Child Care and Preschool expanded by more than 11,000 slots but 

110,000 slots were cut over last 5 years. 
 Supplemental Security Income/State Supplementary Payment receives 

no adjustment. 

 CalWORKs grants increased 5% but remain below 40% of the federal 
poverty level 

 $1 million for a 3-year vision screening pilot program for children in 

schools in Los Angeles only. 

AIM to "Medi-Cal Access Program" - The Access for Infants and Mother's 

Program will undergo a name change to the "Medi-Cal Access Program".  MCHA 
raised its voice against this in the legislature, as AIM has a 22-year history with 

this name.  It is not funded by Medi-Cal, but rather by the Children's Health 

Insurance Program (CHIP). 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2Oxes5TNoi1mKeluS-w8Tk1uzMyY766e0kix0F2Z0fDaHydXhciehqZiSMiIjctTqCdVxqhwLFScmxeemn6Q8kJilIjXZe611tFThnzvxrJFKoOZ1dwoyExddhIeLFlqhfex-ODi-UC-ARtF9OmCzMdWASGhUU645X_uxCYGi_N776WevCG-vrbAnsNdPtop_YpdDd_FtFv2-ubjiNtnk11Hn814X2P6M6-w==&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxXtzs1v51PBapqqvGnEUFboLfmcT8UeehgrQCsRoAsLzlBvL0K3g_8HTpRpcoyAq2dapMoqqmQR3-BAUC2OtJQUM85dJQ3QDxQ3jKSh2xK81MAfPFkoee1pUHKmGxzAR_A_xxUyYysFSW-gwYfCaLrX58KL6qZFSMyekcOD3bYFq&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==


information, please click 
HERE. You can download a 

flyer and send a link to 

anyone who would like to 
download a flyer by clicking 

HERE:  

 

Friday, August 

8:  Fundraiser for Legal 

Aid Foundation of Los 

Angeles - Cuatro Corridos, 

A Chamber 

Opera.  Benefiting 

LAFLA's Work on Behalf of 
Victims of Human 

Trafficking. For more 

information and to purchase 
tickets click HERE. 

REPORTS & RESOURCES 

  

Care Coordination 

Options for Children with 

Special Health Care Needs 
  

Building a truly effective 

system of care coordination 
for children with special 

health care needs is a 

challenge faced by every 
state. A new report 

commissioned by the Lucile 

Packard Foundation for 

Children's Health examines 
how six states other than 

California address this issue. 

  
Care Coordination for 

California's Children and 

Youth with Special Health 
Care Needs: Building 

Blocks from other 

States outlines the key 

components of an effective, 
sustainable care 

coordination system. The 

authors assess options 
developed by others that 

might be adapted to 

California's unique 

environment. 

EMPLOYMENT 
  

Please click on job title to view 
full description and the 

Are women in California subject to the Hobby Lobby 

Supreme Court decision? 

Last week, the U.S. Supreme Court, in Burwell v. Hobby Lobby, ruled that 

"closely held" for-profit corporations can deny birth control to their employees if 

company owners are against some forms of contraception due to their religious 
beliefs. In a well-written editorial last week in the Sacramento Bee, Kathy Kneer of 

Planned Parenthood and Julie Rabinovitz of California Family Health Council 

noted that California women have special state law protection from a law passed 
here in 1999, and Senator Holly Mitchell is seeking contraceptive equity with SB 

1053.  Read more HERE: 

Are your pregnant clients waiting too long for their Medi-

Cal? 

We know with the state's backlog of Medi-Cal cases,  pregnant women have been 

delayed in receiving their Medi-Cal cards.  Maternal and Child Health Access can 

help if your client is delaying needed care because they don't have a Medi-Cal card 
in hand.  

  

Remember that women can start their care with a provider who accepts 
Presumptive Eligibility Medi-Cal (PE) even if the woman's full Medi-Cal 

application has been filed - see MCHA's document and the Medi-Cal Billing and 

Policy document HERE. Providers can renew the PE until the full Medi-Cal is 
approved or denied.  However, PE does not cover delivery, so the woman really 

needs her card before then. 

  

MCHA can help your pregnant clients or others who have not received their Medi-
Cal card and need it.  213-749-4261.  You can call with them or they can call us 

themselves.   

  
The Health Consumer Center (HCC) takes these calls as well at 800-896-

3203.   HCC is the Los Angeles arm of the state's funded Ombuds service. 

MCHA helps create Frequently Asked Questions on 

pregnancy for Covered CA 

Questions and answers on pregnancy coverage under Medi-Cal, AIM and Covered 

CA were recently added to Covered California's website; MCHA worked with the 

state to prepare this document and are very glad to see the information 

posted HERE  Please note that the FAQs say pregnant applicants 100% to 138% 
qualify only for pregnancy services - a state law that went into effect on July 1 (SB 

857) will be implemented soon to correct this policy. 

  
MCHA is sending a comprehensive update on pregnancy issues later this week.  If 

you see women receiving pregnancy-only services in the 100-138% income 

category, and they need medical care that Medi-Cal considers not pregnancy-
related, please let MCHA know.  Lynn Kersey (213) 749-4261 ext. 309 

Lawsuit filed to halt duals demonstration project 

Los Angeles County Medical Association, Communities Actively Living 
Independent & Free, Westside Center for Independent Living and Southern 

California Rehabilitation Services, Inc. sued the state over the program 

implementation for "Cal Medi-Connect" which requires dual eligible beneficiaries, 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxXtzs1v51PBah_nfPH6sChc1zar_hkz8uaM_YBZhwNk8jXSK0u04Pqk6zY_9AHP1Nl3_aDSFBpc0Cer9X9B91g9lkI5fePcD6RZ3K-e-6A4ZhorDN6XW4d9nbmrjDgm6wQkXZ2Yan5qpFWJ4DyQRNP7E9vHD4SXKI38rbAImU28ezJDOoHPBc3G5iWo74Xxzi8Lue7U7wHwAyCUXK3MaQlf8j63T8ZVDWo8dlDAs_6-q&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxXtzs1v51PBas42Qmt9ovX3ZcM_Le5mZOI99b-eT6go5c89vHQypD8Hj0TAM6acPX5eq2hofaVpxNdSq6E327n6PtCQo0o_wFtjEh2rumr0TDyg0HwAvXHXBhdwUU83VpPKCoSrpnYiNwc-ZS6tEnH_wGz5zlBJkHo0IWa2_yzKE_mEUjlaQS5e5m7IGOSj4FXzdl84qsfY5NpA2RskXwEp6MFs5-xXoyw==&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxXtzs1v51PBaVRuDcA_Xi2ZlIh0zPnckRQ17nQv7fGzYLBsR3G3CWmrykP1fV139HHuM6H6Z68pPSvHyzTMcsqRhINwV3begd8vV445axkzOCh8DkSCt2KxKlj9IrD5naUrvq609JGMYHHDfVM2dp3M=&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxXtzs1v51PBaBaS4zxsXbMM0SSJN0i5vJkT4A2RRHbNTU1i6dUf0JabTPKx_keliDnxGS7XA7K--71naztoJm3w-Nm8GqCBdrTBo4pB2jdfOyKaV34cWoDtrb6Ss38zIGvjQmiioh6E_0jolAKBDbx7zCZwrVnX5w2vzyUdL0tkatKjdAnIL8KnnXDKfaiyZ6_UflKWx8JCWB6_-2q6GfUf7E6JKiLVPoSW2yuKdXYpPKfgGPFzriOOKqqu__x8awnmJSNa1-MsItleyAiSjd4_i45jMMRTX3Fk2dWFC2c7dsLw6ctXyu_tHcxIUXESswA==&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxXtzs1v51PBaBaS4zxsXbMM0SSJN0i5vJkT4A2RRHbNTU1i6dUf0JabTPKx_keliDnxGS7XA7K--71naztoJm3w-Nm8GqCBdrTBo4pB2jdfOyKaV34cWoDtrb6Ss38zIGvjQmiioh6E_0jolAKBDbx7zCZwrVnX5w2vzyUdL0tkatKjdAnIL8KnnXDKfaiyZ6_UflKWx8JCWB6_-2q6GfUf7E6JKiLVPoSW2yuKdXYpPKfgGPFzriOOKqqu__x8awnmJSNa1-MsItleyAiSjd4_i45jMMRTX3Fk2dWFC2c7dsLw6ctXyu_tHcxIUXESswA==&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxXtzs1v51PBaBaS4zxsXbMM0SSJN0i5vJkT4A2RRHbNTU1i6dUf0JabTPKx_keliDnxGS7XA7K--71naztoJm3w-Nm8GqCBdrTBo4pB2jdfOyKaV34cWoDtrb6Ss38zIGvjQmiioh6E_0jolAKBDbx7zCZwrVnX5w2vzyUdL0tkatKjdAnIL8KnnXDKfaiyZ6_UflKWx8JCWB6_-2q6GfUf7E6JKiLVPoSW2yuKdXYpPKfgGPFzriOOKqqu__x8awnmJSNa1-MsItleyAiSjd4_i45jMMRTX3Fk2dWFC2c7dsLw6ctXyu_tHcxIUXESswA==&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxXtzs1v51PBa_P2B9piBsmTM1W-cd2myZMj2xe5auT9a5hSvXPK-FmartM9yJX3KdcZh_AExloXuNiUUM2IeepuBpJogdBdWUArSDj38LI6zFO3QvyVsJMtRPSj-xIRRK4q5dofvE__k1Hp7BtE6vLjtBp8-_duaNxpUS22Pgucc-d9DCXSUd7tJr6T8wjZrd65_pYpP6bcimQVYkZ574N5CyZfkMQMDvIPq3CNSqiYMCYl4dX9_XOuUf5P8xImKpw==&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxXtzs1v51PBaDKCHCCvIqMYVpJJ2-nryNCpi9Mu4qgv6XmYnAwxdwjLwAon2tbTO9xHD6SAvqG-QmBiQ7QyGILuaXH0VsQceDP2f_EsX3XOWSY-q5wA9S8_6rtFgNMg30FGmbzlqrmXv-dgnhMAbXuXIuOHUfOu1SECFkc_HW2pjxNe_OFSsJTUcTHF0O-hhp44v13FCY3slTjn9-73i8r2VabpoN0D3-OEKqPAegG28Evvhn_nF1oEb7JUVwHP8fQ==&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxU_5Vp51bRiA9YXNzWeG4fgVGWQEjq-gn67oiFtsiHtv8F9YvR5-oN11Uvqqs_-xol53LDhMlmr0Qa0Y1yBD-cULihIqtkqFmqChBUqPdLrmF80ackKh7ogN3ftrjzklHctxbwKmoDpNSjsWmpJ9QKcBSQxJ6TIp2nhM9d4xFNTn5jx2xrVr_h5oJAkqmTYXjw==&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mw7ODkJtBocz07XWgBmUde3vrDGAS6vxNgE2MyyY1bx4JTgjul2OxXtzs1v51PBaJOrQPq44-ARfPETz-CCAjhE_Sz_5zNgSOn1gDlAtvnO9mP2L7XyaWuehwYJTH_3zZSiUbGnaZkJigcRLZeo-kuWRqVhu_ZQQRvfEpEXEV4ADvmZKiiUnciyKcBqZb2a3Zua7GOGMjw6DKUi2J2HQr5o-prizrbYFc8pkvUxX9QMiKb4EAU9hV-l57YV5E_gJKztrjp-_xnhuYred6BMlOBhibVxkI3UxnD-c-JeVsWtbgfgKNaYc0Wk8CfuwcNirvMAMNs0_CLbMHjrFzfRP4N32iR5bHeCr8do0i7RRW3tR2hSzAL71MO4zxAUJUOgrFA3NBBajP5kBRwHdVXjIHTHHrVTjOxKx&c=rR-1QjNk5Igb-I2vePb_fL_GdQzCCxvizQf98Bl-s2e5nXdDmPG9vw==&ch=bvmQHMDDBbBcN6ZzCyGr-cegAwGzo3lKcSUAAuuYOV7fjJjtzWxScw==


application process. And 
provide a cover letter and 

resume with your application 

that specifically outlines your 

employment history experience 

and educational background for 

which you're applying.   

 Human Resources 

Manager 
 Administrative 

Assistant 

 Data Specialist - 

Welcome Baby 

Program 

 Project 

Coordinator - 

Pregnancy Policy 

 Information 

Technology 

Support 

Technician 

 Parent Coach, 

Level II - Welcome 

Baby Program  
MCHA is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer; women 

and people of color are strongly 

encouraged to apply.  

Join Our List 

 

  

those who get Medi-Cal and Medicare, to join a health plan for their Medi-Cal.  A 

hearing to determine whether or not to issue an injunction against implementing 

the plan will take place in Sacramento where the lawsuit was filed, on August 
1.  See articles, HERE: 

 

Judge Delays Duals Injunction Decision 

Certain birth defects more common among Hispanic women 

Hispanic women are less likely to report taking a multivitamin containing folic 

acid prior to becoming pregnant, according to a recent report by nonprofit 

organization March of Dimes.  Las mujeres hispanas son menos propensas a 
reportar el consumo de un multivitamínico que contenga ácido fólico antes de 

quedar embarazadas, según un reporte reciente de la organización sin fiones de 

lucro March of Dimes (healthfinder.gov) - Hispanic mothers are at especially high 
risk of having newborns with serious birth defects of the brain and spine called 

neural tube defects, according to a new report. 

 

Also, more babies are born prematurely to Hispanics than women of other 
ethnicities, the March of Dimes report states. This report updating a similar 2008 

paper by the nonprofit foundation, also highlights the fact that a greater proportion 

of Hispanic women have babies each year than any other population in the United 
States, making it the fastest-growing ethnic group in the country.  

  

"One of the things that caught our eye was, while Hispanics represent 17 percent of 
the population, 24 percent of premature babies are Hispanic," said Dr. Edward 

McCabe, senior vice president and chief medical officer of the March of Dimes, an 

organization aimed at improving the health of mothers and babies. 

Hispanic women may be more prone to giving birth prematurely - defined as 
before the 37th week of pregnancy - because of risk factors such as being three 

times as likely as white mothers to be younger than 17 years old. They are also less 

likely to have graduated from high school and more likely to lack health insurance. 
The rate of preterm births among Hispanics was about 12 percent higher than that 

of white mothers in 2012, the report said.  Neural tube defects, which include 

conditions such as spina bifida and anencephaly, are malformations of the brain 
and spinal cord that can cause death or disability. 

Experts suggested that Hispanic mothers are significantly more likely to give birth 

to babies with these birth defects than white or black women because corn masa 

flour is a staple of the diet of a majority of Hispanics. Corn masa flour, used to 
make tortillas and other foods, is not fortified with folic acid, a B vitamin that can 

help prevent neural tube defects. Wheat flour manufacturers are required by the 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration to fortify that type of flour with folic acid, also 
called folate. 

  

Also, Hispanic women are less likely to report taking a multivitamin containing 

folic acid prior to becoming pregnant, according to the report."This is why the 
March of Dimes is striving to have masa cornmeal fortified with folate," said Dr. 

Diana Ramos, an associate clinical professor of obstetrics and gynecology at the 

University of Southern California Keck School of Medicine in Los Angeles. 
"Corn masa flour is not part of the standard American diet, so, since 2012, we've 

been working on this, making progress slowly," added Ramos, co-chair of the 

newly established March of Dimes Hispanic Advisory Council. 
McCabe said the March of Dimes has launched a Spanish-language site, 

Nacersano.org, that offers information about the specific health needs of Hispanics. 

He said a variety of outreach efforts, including the website and new advisory 

council, are needed to help raise awareness in the Hispanic community about the 
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need for folic acid consumption and prenatal health.Other health literacy efforts 

aimed at Hispanics should focus on tackling smoking, obesity and type 2 diabetes, 

he said. 
  

"By 2050, it's projected that 30 percent of the population of women of childbearing 

age will be Hispanic," he said. "Clearly, it's a growing population." 

Sacramento Airport bans Health4All billboard about 

undocumented 

The Sacramento International Airport banned the #Health4All billboard claiming it 

is political. The airport's ban is mystifying. The ad highlights the economic 

contributions of undocumented Californians to the state's economy and their lack 
of access to health coverage. The message has been posted across the state in 

grocery stores, laundromats and the California State Capitol Rotunda. 

  
In response to the unexpected rejection of the ad, the #Health4All campaign has 

responded with a blacked out billboard, as if it were marked by a censor's pen, that 

only says "#Health4All" in the corner.  

 
The incident has caught the attention of television outlets like KCRA and 

Univision, both of whom have run stories that have since been picked up by other 

news media. You can join in solidarity with the #Health4All campaign by 
changing your profile image to mirror the blacked out billboard.  Share the news 

stories on social media and help us get the word out. This is a human issue that 

affects all Californians and the health of our state. www.health4all.net  

Does your child play sports?  New report on concussions in 

LA County 

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health has released a new report 

which highlights the latest data on concussion injuries treated in emergency 

departments in LA County. The report, Concussions: How Sports-Related Injuries 
Are 

Impacting Our Youth in Los Angeles County, also outlines resources and 

recommendations for medical professionals, parents, and  coaches to prevent 
concussions and recognize the signs and symptoms of head injuries. 

  

For a full copy of the report, Concussions: How Sports-Related Injuries Are 

Impacting Our Youth in Los Angeles County, visit HERE:  

CONTACT US 

Maternal and Child Health Access 

1111 W. 6th St., Fourth Floor 

Los  Angeles, CA 90017 

213 749 4261 phone 

213 745 1040 fax 

www.mchaccess.org 

info@mchaccess.org 
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